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A 3 
DIALOGUE| 


Between the 


BAPTIST 


AND THE 


PRESBYTERIAN. 


WHEREIN 
The Presbyteriens are puniſhed by their own Pens, for 
their Cruel and Soul-devouring DoQtrines, making 
God the Ordainer of. all the Sins of Men and Devils : 
And reprobating the greateſt part of Mankind, with- | 
out any help of Salvation. 


Whereunto is annexed, 

A Treatiſe of ELECTION, Intituled, The Order 
of Cauſes : Formerly publiſhed by an Eminent Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, and now republiſhed with ſomi® Ex- 
plication concerning FREE-WILL. - 


By THOMAS GRANTHAM, Meſlenger of the 
Baptized Churches in Lincolnſbire. 


Pal. 64. 7, 8, 9. But God (hall ſhoot at them with an Arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be 
wounded. So ſhall they make thiir own Tongue to fall upon themſelves : all that fee 
them, ſhall flte away. And all Men fall ſear, and ſhall declare the Work of God ; 
for they ſhall wiſely conſider of bis doing. : 


| — 


L ondon, Printed in the Year, 1691, 


Ya 


CY 


TD —— 


An Epiſtolary Preface, to the Citiens of 
the Ancient City of Norwich. 


Hononred Sirs ; 


OD? Providence having ordered my Refidence in this City 3 
and my Bulineſs being to Preach the Goſpel, I have endeavou- 
red to perform my Othce among you ; tor which I have met 
with many unkind and undue Reflections, and more eſpecially 
from that fort of Profeſſors who have eſpouſed the Principles 

and Doctrine of Mr. John Calvin, concerning his imaginary Decree of 
ak ſolute and irreſpetiive Reprobation. 

; Two Confeſſions of Faith I find much received in this City, containing, 
theſe words; God did from all Eternity, freely and unchangeably ordain 
ALL THINGS whatſoever come to paſs. And that bis Almighty 
Power extendeth it ſelf even to the firſt Fall, and all other Sins of Angels 
and Men, and that not by a bare permiſſion. And that By the Decree of 
God, ſome Angels and Men were fore-ordainedto Everlaſting Death. —— 
And that theſs Angels and Men, thus predeſtinated and fore-ordained, are 
particularly and unchangeably deſigned, and their Number ſo certain and de- 
finite, that it cannot be either encreaſed or diminiſhed, See the Conf. of Faith. 
by the Aſſemb. of Drvines, In which Confeſſion,they alſo teach, That God did. 
not decree any of thoſe things, becauſe he toreſaw they would come to pals : 
Bur they make the Decree of God the F1rsr Caule of all things whatſcever 
comes to pals, Chap. 5. SetF, 2. Sy that according to this Doctrine, all 
the Sins, both'of Devils and Men, from the beginninz to the end of the 
World, was by force of God's Decree, Tyz Fixsr Cause, unavoidab!y 
neceſſary 3 and hereupon allo the unavoicable Damn.iiun of jult ſuch 2 
Number; both of. Angels and Mcn, as Gcd would have :© be ©41:ed, and. 
NO MoIe. 

And herenpon it will toilow, that God?; Decree was ie £:f Coe Liar 
Cain illed his Brother Avd that Ryber polluted his ath b14t 
David committed Adultery with Barbfheba, and miderec 
and of all the Villanies in the World. The odioutucts of v, 
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will better appear, if we put this Caſe : A oweth B 100 /. he pays ic, tor 
{> it was decreed 3 but then comes C in the Night, and robs B of his 100 [. 
and alſo cuts his Throat. And this comes to paſs alſo by force of God's De- 
cree unavoidably ; becauſe (fay they) God did from all Eternity unchange- 
ably decree all things whatſoever comes to paſs, That 1 do ther no wrong 
by thus ſpeaking, hear the words of Calvin himſelf, Inſt. £.1. c.17. Thieves 
and Murderers are the Inſtruments of Divine Providence, which the Lord 
bimſelf uſeth to execute bis Fudgments, which be hath determined in himſelf, 
and that he works through them. 

When I had {criouſly conſidered, that many were enſiared in theſe dread- 
ful and blaſphemous Doctrines, to the exa(perating their Spirits, againſt the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and againſt ſuch as do fincerely preach.it as the Means 

of Salvation to all Men, {candalizing them by the 
* Concerning which Point Name of Free-willers, &c. 1 did find my ſelf con- 
of Free-will, you ſhall bave cern'd, to teſtify againſt this unmerciful Dodtine, 
an Account in the laſt 414 this unrighteous Accuſation about Free-will * ; 


Treatiſe, where it will ap« I 
_ = - 2 co —_ And to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, that God is 


do bold as much as the Per 719t Willing that any ſhould periſh, but that All ſhould 
ſans they accuſe (if not come to repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9, And being well 
more) concerning Free-will, aſſured of the lincerity of my Dodtrine and pur- 
ſe, 1 did as Occalion offered affert the Truth, both 

C Word and Writing. 

And hearing that Dr. John Collings was the greateſt Aﬀertor of the Re- 
probatarian Principles , 1 found an opportunity to write to him, upon the - 
occaſion of a Paſſage in his Book, Intituled, 4 Diſcourſe of Divine Love, 
Pag. 259. which I now publith, with his Anſwer, and my Reply, to pre- 
vent and corre falſe Reports, which have gone abroad amongit ſome con- 
cerning theſe Papers. The DoGor's Propolition is this : 


God cannot ſeriouſly att, and be finally oppoſed. 


A dangerous Poſition it is 3 as if the final Impenitency of Sinners, were the 
iſſue of ſome want of ſeriouſneſs in God 3 that is, though he calls them to 
Repentance, yet he does not inwardly intend that they ſhall repent : and to 
this purpoſe he quotes ſeveral Scriptures 3 all which will be evident by the 
Papers following. My firſt to him procceds thus, 


Some 
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Some Obſervations upon a Paſſage of Dr. Colings, in his 
Diſcourſe of Divine Love, pag. 259. Viz. God cannot 
ſeriouſly aft, and be finally oppoſed. | 


I, Ere the final Impenitency of Sinners is charged upon God, for that 
he is not ſerious in leading them to Repentance 3 directly contrary 
to the Word of God, Rom. 2. 2, 3, 4» 5, 6,7 8, 9, 10, 11. 

2. lt refleCteth upon God's gracious Expoftulation and ating in a way 
of Mercy with Can, ( who oppoſed God tinally ) as if God was not (c- 
rious with him. 

3. It reflefteth upon God's ſtriving by his Spirit with the old World 3 as 
if God did not (irive ſeriouſly, nor at {erioully by the preaching of Noah, 
wherein God waited long, and yet they oppoſed finally. 

4+ It refleteth upon God's Counſel. to the Phariſees, ( quoted by the 
Doctor) as if he was not ſerious in that Counſel, which he by his Servant 
Fohn the Baptiſt gave thera, to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance ;, for 
they reſiſted finally, as the Doctor himſelf intimates. 

5. It renders God not ſerious in ſending his Prophets to turn 1ſrael from 
their Iniquities, Fer. 7. 13- ( which is quoted by the DoQtor ) for they did 
oppoſe finally, and were caſt out, and the Prophet was forbidden to pray for 
them, Fer. 7. 15, 16. 

6. It impeacheth God as not ſerious, in calling 1ſrael to Repentance, 
Pal. $1, ( quoted by the Doctor ) for they oppoſed tinally, and God gave 
_ up to their own Hearts Luſts, and they walked in their own Comnnſels, 

er. 12, 

7. The Dodtor reflects diſhonour upon Chrift, as not ſerious in his aings 
towards Jeruſalem, when he would have gathered them, (the words are 
quoted by the Doctor ) when yet he wept over them, for their tinal Oppo- 
lition. For the things which did once belong to their Peace, were now fd 
from their Eyes. 

Finally, The Doctor is humbly intreated, that he do not oppoſe God fi- 
nally, by ſuch RefleCtions as theſe, nor by finally rejxRing the Counſel of 
God againſt himſelf, as the Phariſees did, for he hath been long under the 
Power of that Sin, 


Norwich, Tho. Grantham. 
Sept. I2, 
1690. 
Here 
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. Here follows the DoQtor's Anſwer, dated Sept. 1 2. 1690. 


Received a Latter this Night, by an unknown Hand, from an unknown 

Perſon, who calleth himſelf Thomas Grantham : Whoſoever that Tho- 
mas Grantham be, 7 perceive he is one, that either knoweth God ſo little, 
as that he believeth him no: Omnipotent, or of ſo little ſenſe, as to affirm Om- 
nipotency may be reſifted, when it  ſerionſly willeth to effett an End, which it 
eannot do, without a milling to put forth its utmoſt Power to effeft it, 

He ſeems mightily ſcandalized at a Saying in a Book of Mine, on x Cant. 
P. 259. God cannot ſeriouſly Aft, and yet be finally reſifted. That «, be 
cannot att ſeriouſly, for any End or Effett, and be finally oppoſed as to that 
intended Effett. This Propoſition 1 thought had been ſecared, as well by that 
of the Apoſtle, "Who hath relifted his Will at any time ? As from the Nature 
of God, who 1u Almighty, and therefore cannot be | oppoſed in what he 
reſolveth, | that #u, willeth to effefl :] but that Goa may be finally oppoſed in 
That he adviſeth or commandeth, none that ever I heard of yet denied, 

IFell, but if this Gentleman may not have his Notion, the final Impeni- 
tence of Sinners muſt lie at Gad s Door contrary R.2.2,3, &c. Firſt, Let the 
Author prove, That God milled their Repentance by an inward Att of his 
Will, for if he did not, his Att in calling them to Repentance, might have 
enother End, as to which he was not, nor could not be oppoſed. 

The ſame muſt be. proved, as to his Inſtances of the old World, the Pha. 
riſees, the Jews, &c. Let him prove, that God within himſelf, willed the 
Eternal Salvation of theſe Perſons, and to do what in him lay toward? it, aud 
accordingly ated”, or affrm that any reaſonable Creature, can ſeriouſly aft 
for an End, and yet not inwardly will it, or put forth his Power in order 
for, 
For his Admonition and Charge in the cloſe, I ſhall only ſay with the Apo. 
ftle, It is a ſmall thing tobe judgedof Men, eſpecially Men who underſtand 
the Natwe of God no better, But I lvave to» much Buſineſs further to re- 
fgaxd ſucy Impertinencuces, 


]. Collings, 
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to the Citizens of Norwich. 7 
To this Letter 1 ſent this Reply. 


Reverend Sir, | | 
1. 'N much faithfulneſs to God and you, I ſent you my Obſervations up- 

I on your Poſition, 4. e. God cannot ſeriouſly ait, and be finally oppoſed 3 
for I think you are the tirlt Man that ever {pake fo of the God of Truth. 
But you perfiſt in it, and labour to defend it, by acculing me of Ignorance 
about God's Omnipotency 3 And are you ſure you know him thercin unto 
PerfeQtion ? You cannot fairly colle& from my Paper, that God can be re- 
ſiſted in the thing wherein he will act Omnipotently, for then he ſhould 
ceaſe to be God, But does God never a& Seriouſly when he doth not act 
ny? This, Sir ſeems to be your Notion, but it is far from 

ru 

2, Nordo theſe words [[who hath reſiſted his Will at any time] prove 
your Propoſition; for 1 find them not in the Bible. Indeed, Sr. Paul 
ſhews that ſome bold Spirits would be ready to interrogate the moſt High 
much after that rude manner, but 1 hope Dr. Cellings will not do ſo. For 
he cannot but know, He has often reſiſted God when he ſeriouſly adviſed 
him to the contrary, as well as my ſelf and others have done, for which 
we ought to be greatly humbled. Let him not then think to defend him- 
ſelf by adding to the Text, leſt he be reproved. 

3. Yca ſeem to hold that God cannot affet an End, [1 ſuppoſe you 
mean, he cannot convert a Sinner] without a willing to put forth the ut- 
molt of his Power to effect it. But you cannot give an Inſtance, where 
he ever did exert or put forth the utmolt of his Power in any thing that 
ever he did. We mult take heed we limit not the Power of the Almighty, 
leſt whileſt we accuſe others, we our {elves prove our [elves the mot ig- 
norant of his Omnipotency. 

4. You ſhould not alter the Terms of vour Propoſition. But let us con- 
ſider what you now ſay; God cannot ſeriouſly aft (you ay) for any End 
or Effett, and be finally oppoſed «s. to that intended Effeft. And'yet you 
grant, God may be finally oppoſed in what he adviſeth or commands : but 
leeing you explain God's reſolving by his willing a thing, here ſeems to be 
a plain Contradiction, unleſs you can be fo hardy as to ſay, when God Ad- 
vileth or commands Men to forſake Evil, and learn to do well, his Will is 
not that they ſhould do ſo.3 and when he commands all Men every where to 
repent and obey his Voice, he inwardly never intends they ſhall do the , 
one or the other, for he wills not that z and if he wills not that, then he 

f wills 
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wills the contmry, that he may puniſh them for not doing that which he 


would not have thera to do. or elſe he wills nothing at all, and fo his 
Advice and Commands ſignify nothing. But indeed your meaning is, God 
commands and adviſeth Men well, but wills they ſhalnot obey that 3 fo he 
may damn them for not obeying, as appears in the cloſe of your 24 Para- 
graph. ATM you alſo put me to prove, that God did will Sinners to Repen- 
tance, Rom. 2, by an invward Will. And whatis this, but to tell the World, 
that God does not mean as he ſpeaks ? Sir, Was it not: the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, and his Long-ſuffering that ſhould have led them to Repentance ? 
O no! you will imagine God had no ſuch End, but another, as to 
which God was not, nor could not be. oppoſed, and that was not their 
Salvation ;. why then it muſt be their Damnation. - But I had rather be. 
lieve the Apoſtle than you ; . he ſhews that God's end. was to lead them to 
Repentance, and that is the way to Salvation. 

5. But I maſt prove alſo, that Ged: willed within himſelf, the Salvation 
of the old World, the Phariſees, &c. whom he called to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance ; and that he willed the eternal Salvation of the Jews, 
Pſal. 81. and thoſe over whom Chriſt wept for their diſobedience with an 
snpard Will. | 

I. Then for the old World, The-Lord was fo ſerious, and fo inwardly 
concern'd, that he ſtrove with them by his Spirit 3 and-it grieved him at bis 
Heart that they were ſo diſobedient: and he gave them a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs, and an hundred Years ſpace to repent in. And Ithink this 
ſhews that he inwardly willed their Repentance;z yea, and 1 am ſure that 
had they repented, he would not have deſtroyed them, for he hath taught us 
ſo to judg of his Threatnings againſt finful Nations, Fer. 18:7,8. Fora 3.10. 

2, ls it poſſible that you ſhould call in queſtion God's Seriouſneſs with 
the Jews, Pſa. 81? Are not theſe his words ? O that my People had heark- 
ned unto me, and Itael had walked in my Ways ! verſ. 13. Sec alſo verſ. 8, 
9, 10. and judg your (elf. Surely if you, or any Man elſe, ſhould ſpeak 
thus to his Friends, or Enemies either, it would be great uncharicableneſs 
ro think you were not ſerious, and had gn inward will for their happi- 
neſs, unleſs we knew you to be a Diſfembler, [which temper cannot be 
found in God }.. 

3. That Chrift was [inwardly] ſerious. in his endeavours to gather Fe- 
ruſalem, appears by his Words, and by his Tears, which are fuch as may 
even break an Heart of Stone. And ſure Iam, God's Mind in ſending 
Chriſt to them was to turn EveRY.ONE-OF THEM AWAY FROM THEIR. INt+ 
QUITIES, ACt 3. #lt, 


4. Now 


UN 


UMI 


4. Now for the Phariſees, they were part of the Jews to whom Chriſt 
was ſent, and in many things they were the beſtSeR of the Jewiſh People 3 
and God did, by his Servant Fohn, fcriouſly call them to Repentance 3 yea, 
his Counſel was of God, Luk, 7. 29, 30. Who never ſaid to the Houſe of 1(- 
rael, Seek, ye me in vain. And yet if he were not now ſerious, but ſpake 
one thing, and thought another, yea, determined and refolved another, you 
will then make him ſay to them, Seek, ye me in vain, But far be it from the 
Almighty, that his Word ſhould be Tea and Nay. Sir, It is becauſe God 
is true, that his Miniſters may boldly aſſure poor Sinners that he wills not 
their Death, but that they turn and live; yea, he hath ſworn, He hath no 
pleaſure in the Death of the Wickgd. And hence I conclude, | againſt your 
dangerous Poſition] that God is altogether ferious, even as Seriouſneſs it 


ſelf, 
Tho. Grantham. 


To this Letter the DoQor gave no Reply. But a Friend of his ſent me 
a ſmall Paper of Verſes, as I ſuppoſe, to pick ſome Quarre! with me about 
Free-Will : And thus they ſpeak. 


F Faith be not, what can we then foreſee ? 
Or, how can we avoid it if it be ? 
If by Free-Will in our own Afts we move, 
How are we bounded by Decrees above ? 
So whether we drove, or whether we be driven ;; 
If Ill, it's ours ;, if Good, the Att of Heaven. 


To this captions piece of Poetry, I made this ſhort returs. 


UR own Free-Will ! "Tis non-ſenſe, fince *tis true, 
Our own we are not > Then our Will is due 
To him that made us; and when we were loft, 
Reſtor?d our Loſs at his own proper Coſt, 
Free-Will's more talk?d of, than well underſtood 3 
That Will's not truly free, that is not good. 
God is no Author of the Will that's Evils 
The Will that leads to Sin is of the Devil, 
Decrees from Heaven reſtrain, not farther Sin ; 
Much leſs does cauſe Sin. For it did begin 
B From 
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From Satan 3 This God's Word does plainly fhew, 
Who wes of on Heaven's Decrees, their Charge will rue. 
Norwich, whence came this Leaven into thee, 


To hx thy Sin firſt upon God's Decree ? 
T6. 


After this another naineleſs Poet aſſaults me 3 but his Lines being ſo ex- 
ceeding, ridiculous, it would but prophane the Muſes to commit them to 
Poſterity : And becauſe their chief Clamour was againſt my preaching, that 
Chriſt died for all Men and for that cauſe calling me & falſe Teacher, 1 re- 
ſolved to try whether plain Scripture, without my Commentary, would 
paſs for currant- amonglt our Reprobatarians, wherefore 1 wrote 2s fo!- 


loweth. 
Pg 


To the Nameleſs and Nonſenſical Poet. 


81K 


Our great Quarrel is, becauſe I teach this DoEtrine, That Chriſt died 
Y for all, and not only for ſome, 


Now thus faith the Lord, 

Heb. 2.9% We ſee Jeſus made a little lower than the Angels, for the ſuf- 
fering of Death, ——that he by the Grace of God ſhould taſte Death 
for every Man. 

x Joh.2.2. He 1s a Propitiation for our Sins : and not for ours only, bus 
alſo for the Sins of the whole Warid, 

rTim.2.6. He gave himſelf a Ranſon: for all, 

2 Cor. s. Andif one died for all, then were all dead : And that he died 

1415 for all h 

Joh.6.31, The Bread that I will give, 1s my Fleſh, which I mill give for the 

: Life of the IPorld. 

1 Tim.4 Gods the Saviour of all Men, ſpecially of them that believe. 

7 This is good and acceptable wm the ſight of God our Saviour : 

2 1 who will bave All Mento be ſaved, and come to the kyonleds of 

3» 4+ 
the Truth. 

2Pet.3-99 MNot willing that any ſhould periſh, bat that. All ſhould come to 
Repent ance. 


Lins 


UM 
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Andthe commandeth All Men every where to repem. AR.17.30- 
As by the Offence of One, judgment came on all Men; even ſo Rom.g.18. 
by the Kighteouſneſs of One, the free Gift came upon All Men to ju- 
ſtification of Life, 
For 44 in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 1 Gor. ty, 
They that have done Good, to the Reſurrettion of Life ; and they ©*; 
that bave done Evil, to the Reſurreftion of Damnation. 0p 
Denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themſelves 2 Per.2. 1, 
ſwift Deſtruttion. 
For God ſent not his Son into the World to condemn the World ;, John 4: 
but that the World through him might be ſaved, He that believeth 17,18. 
#n hint, is not condemned ;, but he that believeth not, is condemned 
already, becauſe be hath net believed in the Name of the only begot- 
ten Son of God. 


God will judg the Secrets of Men according to the Goſpel. Rom.2. 15 
Which hath been preached to every Creature under Heaven. Col.1. 23, 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good. Mich.5. 8. 


. The Lord is gracioi, and full of compaſſion, flow to anger, P{og,8. 
and of great Mercy. 
The Lord is good to all, and his tender Mercies are over all his Pſ.145. 9. 
Works. 
By theſe Authorities I teach, that Chriſt died for All, 


Now, Sir, ſhew me (if you can ) where the Scripture tells us, that 
Chriſt died BUT for ſome only, and not for all. For hitherto I have not 
met with any ſuch Teltimony in the Word of God. 

And ſeeing you think Chriſt died but for ſome only, ſhew me ſufficient 
Teſtimony trom the Scripture, that he died for your felf : And name one 
(if you can ) now living in this great City, for whom Chriſt died not. 
And when you. have done theſe things well, you may expect ſome further 
Account of your Paper, 


Your abuſed Friend, 
Tho. Grantham. 


Finally z To give you ſome Account of the Dialogue and Treatiſe en- 
ſuing. For the tiſt 5 Being a great diſtance from my Study, I could not 
have the help of my own Books. The Collection therefore which 1 here 
give you, I have taken from ſeveral Writers, but chiefly from Mr. m—_ 
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( a Perſon of great Learning and Judgment); 1. From his Correft Copy of 
Notes. 2. His Divine Philanthropie defended. 3. His Divine Purity defen- 
ded. 4. T he Self-Revenger exemplified, in Mr. B. And, 5. Self-Condemnation 
exemplified in Mr. W. and others, Where the ſtudious Reader may not on- 
ly find thoſe Quotations more fully ſet down, and perhaps more exactly 
quoted, but alſo very well maintained, (againſt his learned Adverfaries who 
have laboured to excuſe them, and to palliate the Diſeaſe which they diſco- 
ver) and therefore I have the more willingly made this preſent uſe of 
them, 1 hope without his Offence, 

Fox the Treatiſe, you will therein find the Caſe of Elefton clearly hand- 
led, and fo familiarly demonſtrated according to Scripture-Light, that the 
meaneſt Capacity may. arrive at competent SatisfaGion, and be delivered 
from the diſmal Snares wherewith the World hath been encumbered by Mens 
preſumptuous pretending to know a ſecret Will in God, contrary to his re- 
vealed Will in his Word : Which is a vile Abſurdity, and calls in queſtion 
the Veracity of the Almighty, with whom 5s no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of. 
turning. 


Norwich, 12th Nonth, Yaur Servant for Jeſus ſake, 
(vulg. Feb.) 1690, 


T ho. Grantham:. 


JMI 
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A Brief Dialogue, wherein the Presbyterians 
are puniſhed by their own Pens. 


Baptiſt. 
Ell met, Sir ; I have ſomewhat to ſay unto you, 
\ \ / Presbyterian. 
Pray ſay on, I would know what is the matter. 

Bape. 1 was reading an Author the other day, and he declares, That the 
Doctrine of the Presbyterians is blaſphemous againſt God, and cyxuel to 
Mankind, making God the Author of all Sin, and the 'defiroyer of Man- 
kind, in the greatelt part, without any Mercy, or help for their Salvation. 

Pr. This is an heavy Charge indeed, but it is not true in this, we do 
not make God the Author of Sin. We do ſay indeed, by our Confeſſion of 
Faith made by the Aſſembly of Divines, and approved by the General A/- 
ſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, -That God did from all Eternity, freely 
and unchangeably ordain what ſoever comes to paſs, Chap. 3. 
© Bapt. But when you fay that God did freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatſoever comes to paſs, do you mean that Gad ordain*d all the Sins of 
Angels and Men, . that they ſhould come to pals, of neceſſity. or unavoi- 
dably ? 

Pr. Yes, that is our very meaning 3 for we tell you in the ſame Book, 
Chap. 5. That the Almighty Power of God, extends it ſelf to the firſt Fall, 
and all other Sins of Angels and Men, and that not by a bare Permiſſion, &c. 

Bapt. What do you mean, by the Almighty Power of God extending 
it ſelf to the firſt Fall, and all other Sins of Angels and Men ? 

Pr. We mean, and fay in expreſs words, That by a neceſſity of divine 
Providence the Fall of Adam did neceſſarily happen, that God made A- 
dam and Eve to this very purpoſe, that he might ſuffer them to be tempr- 


'ed,” and led into Sin, and that by force of his Counſel or Decree, it could 


net otherwile be, but that they muſt ſin. Peſcat. Diſp. Pref. p. 6. 
Bapt, This ſeems very firange that God ſhould lay Adam under a neceſſity 
of Sinning. 
Py. It could not otherwiſe happen than God had ordain'd ;, and in reſpe& 
of God's Decree, there is -no contingency (or condition) in the World. 
And: 
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And therefore Adam's change from Gocd to Evil, was abſolutely neceſſary to 
the execution of God's Decree. Piſcat. Diſp. pred:ſt. 

Bapt. But do you not ground this Decree upon God's Foreknowledge, 
rather than upon his Will ? 

Pr. God toreſces nothing but what he hath decreed, and his Decree doth 
precede (or go before) his Knowledge. Adam neceſſarily fell in reſpect 
of God, and it behoved him to Sin, not by the idle permitlion of God 
teparate from his Will and Decree. Piſcat. Diſp. predeſt. 

Bapt. Can any fatisfaftory Reaſon be given for this Doctrine ? 

Pr. Man doth fall, God's Providence fo ordaining it. And the firſt 
Man fell, becauſe the Lord thought it expedient : why he thought it expe- 
dient we cannot tell. Calvin, Inſt.l 3.c. 23. ſeit. 8. 

Bapt. By this DoCtrine you make God the Author of Sin; though you 
would deny it. 

Pr, God doth holily drive, or thruſt Men on to Sin or Wickedneſs, that 
he may puniſh Sins with Sins. God is the Author of Sin one way, and the 
Devil another ; yet we ſay, God is the Author, not of theſe Actions alone, 
in and with which Sin is, but of the very Pravity. Ataxy, Anorme, Irre- 
gularity and Sinfulneſs it ſelf which is in them; yea, that God hath more 
hand in Mens Sinfulneſs, than they themſelves. Comfort. for Believ, p. 36, 
of bY How it is poſſible that the Holy God ſhould have any will to, or 
hand in, the Sins of Devils and Men ? 

Pr. Adultery or Murther is the Work of God the Author, faith Zuingl. 
de. Prov. c. 6, God may ſeem not to be the cauſe of human Actions only, 
but of the very Defe&s and Privations which cleave unto them, Pet. Mart. 
in 1 Sam.c. 2, God procures Adultery, Curlings, Lyings, Piſcat. Reſp. ad 
Apol. Britii. p. 143. All wicked Men do all that they do by force of God's 
Wan, idem Reſp. ad Taff. p. 65. God ethcacioully acteth, or effecteth, and 
by his efficacy performeth all things without any the leaft exception. Bez4 
cont. Caſtel. Apnorif. t, 6, 7. 

Bapt. Theſe are very untavory Speeches. I ever thought, and do yet 
belicve that the Devil and wicked Men are the Authors of all Sin and that 
God on!y tuffers Sin, that is, he doth not by violence always hinder them, 
though he does often rettrain them, and graciouſly prohibits all Sin under 
pain of his diſpleaſure. | 

Pr. The Devil and Wicked Men are fo reſtrained on cvery fide with 
the Hand of God, as with a Bridle, that they cannot conceive, nor con- 
trive, nor execute any Miſchief, nor ſo much as endeavour its execution, 


any further than God himſelf doth not permit only, but command 3 nor 
t are 
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axe they only held in Fetters, but compelled alſo as with a Bridle to per- 
torm Obedience to {ſuch Commands, Calvir. Inft. l. 1. c. 17, God ex- 
c:iteth Men to the act of Adultery, that he fiirzreth them up to unjuſt Adts, 
as a Man puts Spurs to a dull Jade. Mr. Barlee cont. Mr.T. P. 

Bape. Certainly the Original of Sin is Satan's Malice, and the Lufts of 
the Flelh, and cannot be buttomed on God's Decree, for he tempteth not 
any Man 3 nor on his Commands, for they prohibit all Sin. 

Pr. God's Decree, by which any is deltin'd to Condemnation, is not 
an Ac of Juſlice, nor doth his Decree preſuppole Sin——When God makes 
an Angel or a Man a Tranigreſſor, he himſelf doth not tranſgrels becanie 
he doth not break a Law. The ſame Sin, viz. Adultery or Murther, inaf(- 
much as it is the Work of God, the Author, Mover, and Compeller, it is 
not a Crime 3 but in aſmuch as it is of Man, it is Wickednels. Dr. Twiſs, 
in Serm, de Prov. Sce Mr. Peirce, Corrett Cop. p. 10. 

Bapt. This is highly groſs, that you ſhould charge God with making, 
the Devils and Men Tran(greflors; whereas God made Man upright, but be 
hath ſought out many Inventions. 

Pr, God doth fiir up the Devil to lie, and is in ſome manner the cauſe 
of Sin, and thrufteth on the Wills of the Wicked to grievous Sins. Pet. 
Vermil. in Ep. ad Rom. p. 403, 406. and 38, Yea, Gcd. doth incite, {c- 
duce, draw, command, harden, and inje&t Deceptions, and effecteth 
thote thimgs which are grievous Sins. Piſcat. ad Amic. Dupl, Yorſtis, p. 176. 

Bapt. By this Doctrine you make Man an infigniticant Cypher, and God 
the principal Actor inall Wickedneſs; But fecing the Ele&t do tin as well 
as others, Who is the Caule of their Sins ? 

Pr. Though Reprobates are predeliinated to Damnation,and to the Caules 
of Damnation, and created to that end that they may live wickedly, and 
be Veſſels full of the Dregs of Sin 3 yet it follows not that God's abſolute. 
Decree is the Caule of all the Villanies and Lewdnefles in the World, be- 
cauſe, belides the Sins of the Reprobates, there are alſo other Villanies 
committed, namely by the Ele&. Pſcat. cont. Taff. p. 47. 

Bapt. But you do not anlwer the Queltion, Whether did God decree that 
the Elect fhould fm ? 

Pr. Nothing is done without God's Will, no not without his Operation z 
for God worketh all things in all Men,theretore he willeth and effecteth that. 
ungodly Men do live in-their Co:cupilcences. Trigland. Apol. p. 172. 

Bapt. But why do not you ani{wer. the Queliion directly, Whether God. 
decreed all the Villanies committed by the Elect ? : 

Pr, Gol doth incite, ſeduce, draw aud harden, and inje&t Deceptions ;. 
and doth or eftecteth thoſe things which are hainous and grievaus Sins.. Marr. 


in Jude. 3. 9. P49. Bats. 


116 A Dialogue between 


Bapt. Thisis indeed a general Anſwer, but yet you ſpeak not direiy 
to the Queſtion. 

Pr. It doth, or at leaſt may appear from the Word of God, that we 
neither can do more Good than we do, nor omit more Evil than we do 
becauſe God from Eternity hath preciſely decreed, that both the Good and 
the Evil ſhould be ſo done. Piſcat. ad Amic. Dupl. Vorſt. p. 176. 

Bapt. This comes near the Point 3 but can you fay no more ? | 

Pr, It is fatally conſtituted, when, and how, and how much every one 
of us ought to love and ſtudy Piety, or not to love it. Piſcar. idem p. 223. 
and Beza faith the ſame. That both the Reprobates and the Ele&t, were 
preorxdained to Sin, as Sin, in as much as the Goodneſs and Glory of God 
was to be declared thereby. Zanch. de Nat, Dei. p. 555. alia Edit. p.572. 

Bapr. Why, ſhall we think*that God could not be glorited, without Man 
had tinned ? What manner of Doctrine is this ? 

Pr. God made Men with this intent, or to this purpoſe, that they might 
really fall ; becauſe he could not attain his principal Ends any otherwiſe than 
by this courſe. P:ſcat. cont. Schaſm. p. 29. 

Bapt. By this Doctrine you make God the Cauſe, both of Sin and of 
Puniſhment. 

Pr. The Reprobates are therefore not converted, becauſe God will not 
have them converted. Trigland. ex Comment, Calv. in Ezth, 18. p. 138. 
God's firſt Conſtitution was, that ſome ſhould be deſtin'd to eternal Ruin ; 
and to this end their Sins were ordained, and deſertion or denial of Grace 
in order to their Sins. Zanch. de Nat. Dei, p. 740. 

Bapt. I can by no means believe that our good God made any Man on 
purpoſe that he might be damned. 

Pr, God made Men to divers Ends z and ſome to the End that they 
might ſuffer Eternal Torments. He appointed alſo, or ordained, that thoſe 
Men being intire, ſhould fall from their Integrity 3 and that for this Reaſon, 
that whom he created for Deſtruction, he might Reprobate 3 to this End 
that he might puniſh them out of Juſtice. Maccov. Diſp. de Prad. Thef.8. 

Bapt. It isout of Juſtice indeed, for I can ſee no Jultice in it. 

Pr. It is incomprehenſible, yet believed by us, how it 15 juft ro damn 
ſuch as do not deſerve it. Luth. de Servo. Arbitr. cont. Phil. Nico. p.8. Be- 
24 poſt Pelec, in Ep. ad Rom. It is not fitting nor agreeable to alcribe the 
preparation to Deftru&tion, to any other than the hidden Counſel of God. 
Zanch. de Nat. Dei, |. 5. c. 2. 

Bapt. By this it is evident you hold, that Men are compelled to Sin, by 
the ſecret Impulſe of God z -which is a dangerous Error. 

Pr, We grant Reprobates are compelled with a necellity of funning, _ 
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fo of periſhing by this Ordination of God 3 and fo compelled, that they 
cannot chuſe but fin and periſh, Zaxch. de Nat. Dei, 1. 5.c. 2. Man doth 
that which is not lawful tor him to do, by the juſt impulſe of God. Calv. 
Inſt. L. 1.c.18. 

Bapt. If things be thus as you teach, Why does God call upon Men ts 
abſtain from every appearance of Evil, and to do Good ? 

Pr. God directeth his Voice to ſome Men, but that they may be fo much 
the deafer 3 he gives Light to ſome Men, but that they may be fo much the 
blinder 3 he offers them Inſtruction, but that they may be the more igno- 
rant 3 and heuſeth a Remedy, but to the end they may not be healed, Calv. 
lib. Z+» C. 24. 

Bapt. Why, does God ſpeak one thing, and mean another quite contra- 
ry thereunto ? How then is he ſerious ? 

Pr. God cannot ſerieuſly act, and be fmally oppoſed, Dr. Collings, ut ſu- 
pre, God can will that Man ſhall not fall by his Will, which is called vo- 
luntas ſigni, ( his revealed Will ) 3 and in the mean time ordain, that the 
ſame Man ſhall infallibly and efficaciouſly fall by his Will, which is called 
voluntas beneplaciti, (viz. his acceptable Will ) : The former Will of God 
is improperly called his Will, for it only ſignihes what Man ought to do by 
right z but the latter Will is properly called a Will, becauſe by that he de- 
creed what ſhould inevitably come to paſs. See Mr. Pierce Corrett Copy, p. 9. 

Bapt. By your Dodtrine I perceive you hold, that the number of the Sa- 
ved, and the number of the Damned, were unalterably determined, before 
there was {o much as one Man created, 

Py. Yes, we ſay, by the Decree of God for the manifeſtation of his Glo- 
ry, ſome Men and Angels are predeſtinated unto Everlaſting Life, and others 
fore-ordained to Everlaſting, Deſtruction ; and thoſe Angels and Men thus 
predeſtinated, and fore-ordained, are particularly and unchangeably de- 
ligned 3 and their Number fo certain and definite, that it cannot be either 
encreaſed or diminiſhed. Afemb. Catechiſ. c. 3. ſe. 3, 4. 

Bapt. Why then is the Goſpel preached to Men thug determin*d to Dam- 
nation ? 

Pr. It muſt neceſſarily follow that Chriſt is preached to them to aggra- 
vate their Damnation. Dantil. cont. Anonimum. 

Bapt. You make the Caſe of the greateſt part of Men grown deplorable, 
rae Remedy. Pray, What do you think of the Caſe of dying, In- 

ants ? 

Pr, Elec Infants dying in Infancy, are regenerated and faved by Chriſt 
through the Spirit. Aſſemb. Catechiſ. c, 10. ſed. 3- And of the reft 
Mr. Calvin faith, That ſo many —_— of Men, together with their [n- 

fants, 
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fants, were involved without Remedy, in Eternal Puniſhment, by the Fall 
of Adam, for no imaginable Reaſon, but that fo it ſeemed good in the 
fight of God. Inft. 4. 3. c. 23. ſef. 7. 

Bapt. That God does cleanle dying Infants, and fits them for Heaven, 1 
readily grant, But what do you mean by regenerating Infants ? 

Pr, They muſt be regenerate, and have Faith ſome way, elſe they muſt 
periſh. They who are regenerated, have Faith and Repentance, But all 
Infants faved, are regenerated. Therefore all Infants ſaved have Faith and 
Repentance. They muſt be born of Water, and the Spirit, according, to 
Fohn 3. 6. elſe there is no Heaven for them. Mr. Firmin. 

Bapt. What manner of Faith and Repentance is this you talk of ? 

Pr. It is Seminal Faith, and Seminal Repentence. Mr. Firmin, 

Bapt. But you know not what kind of Faith this is, nor can you tell 
what Infants have it 3 and fo you cannot tell that one Infant dying, is faved, 


by this Seminal Faith and Repentance 3 or, are you ſo charitable to think 


that all Infants have this Faith Seminal, and this Seminal Repentance ? 

Pr, 1 aver, (how cruel foever I may be judged) that no Unbeliever can, 
according to any Divine Revelation, have any affured hope of their own, or 
their Childrens Salyation who die in their Infancy. Mr. Whiſfton, Right Me- 
thod, p. 45. 

Bapt. Lo how you would fl Hell with multitudes of poor dying Infants ; 
but how then has God faid, that he hath no pleaſure in the Death of the 
wicked, if it be as Mr. Calvin and you teach, that both they and their In- 
fants are damned without Remedy ? 

Pr. God wills not the death of a Sinner, fo far forth as he wills his Re- 
pentance, which experience teacheth, that he doth ſo will as not to touch 
his Heart that he may repent. Calv. in Ezek. 18. The Sin cf Incredulity 
doth depend upon God's Predeſtination, as the Effet upon the Caule. 
Piſcat. ad Dupl. Varſt. p.10;11. God doth effe& in them an Incredu- 
lity, in as much as he blindeth them whilſt the Goſpel is preached. p. 25, 
27. All things which ſhall be,ſhall be by the incvicable Counſels and Decrees 
of God. Mart. Borrhaus in Dent. 47. P. 924. 

Bapt. You ſhould have ſaid, that Men do harden their Hearts, and refit 


the Holy Ghoſt 3 but I am ſorry that ſo many Learned Writers ſhould repre- © 


ſent God at ſuch a dreadful rate, not only to make Angels and Men to 
damn them, but alſo to make them Sinners that he may daimn them. What 
is this but to make God the greateſt Sinner ? which is blaſphemous, 

Py, I have told you already, That when God makes an Angel or a Man, a 
Tranſgreſſor, he himſelf doth not tranfgreſs, becauſe he doth not break a 
Law. The very ſame Sin, viz, Adulteryor Murther, inaſmuch as it - - 

© 
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Work of God, the Author, Mover, and Compeller, it is not a Crime 3 
but in as much as it is of Man, it is Wickednels. 

Bapt. Certaiuly theie things hitnerto aſſerted by you are dreadfully Blaſ- 
phemous, and more like Ps *trine of the Turks, than of true Chrifts- 


ans, and ought to be explo 


with the ſame detcitation which was wont 


to be made (as iy Author {hewech) in thefe words, 


Aradruarila Thy Ts Mawuid\ Baarpi- 
wan, Thy MY5798, 371 05's, ov IeAth 
Tay, u} iy Ye dryer is dal.'v, &, 
dn © Os 's nItasv uk &V Ematusr &MAn- 
ous of viper ann aur mai Imp Gs - 
A&TH1, x m2YT 35 d1a9s x; morngs 41m au- 
To in, 4 98 &, Uuagun Tarruv Keg 
TH. 


I do Anathematize the Blaſphemy 
of Mahomed, ſaying, That God de- 
ceiveth whom he will, and whom 
he will he lcadeth to what is good 3 
for if God would, Men would not 
war one with another ; but he doth 
what he will, and is himſelf the cauſe 


of all Good, and of all Evil; all 
things are governed by Fate and Deſtiny, Nicer Saracenita. 


Pr, Our Do@trine is more ancient than Mahomer 3 St. Augnſtin did 
maintain itz It is certain that Fudas could not but betray Chriſti, ſeeing 
God's Decrees are immutable. And whether a Man bleſs or curſe, he al- 
ways doth it neceſſarily in reſpe& of God's Providence 3 and in ſo doing, he 
doth always according to the Will of God. Piſcat. de Predeſt. The. 12.1. 

Bapt. Antiquity, for the firlt four Centuries, is againtt your Dorine, 
Auguſtin, tho ſometime tin&ured with it, yet upon better Advice exclaims 


againl(t it, And as to the Inſtance of Judas, Antiquity is againſt you, For 
thus ſaith Chryſoſtome 3 


O Isdsc, ef1am101,u3s Bamneiag mh Tew- 
mv bw, x, nure usrh oh! wa ym. "Em 
No Ser Fegves ralletcvs « tad eooves Uor- 
£3v is Warns. 


Judas, my Beloved, was at firſt a 
Child of ls Mr when hy xr 
it ſaidto him with the Diſciples, Te 
ſhall ſit on twelve Thrones ; but at laſt 
he became a Child of Hell. Chryſofi. Orat. 52. as quoted by My. |. Geod- 


win. 


Pr. I perceive you hold, . that a Child of God may poſlibly fall away and 

periſh. This is a dangerous Error, 
| Bapt. That ſome may depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spi- 
ris, is clear in the Word of God, and of this fall I doubt the Presbyteri- 
ans, many of them, are a terrible Inſtance, as well as others. - Nor need 
any Man lay more concerning talling away than they do in their Confeſſ. of 
Faith, made by the Aſſembly of Divines ; for as they deny not but that there 
C2 are 
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are texiporary Believers, and tyuly ſuch are all that fall away. Sothey plain- 
ly tell usz 


That the pureſt Churches under Heaven are ſubjeft to Mixtur+ and Er- 
rorz and ſome have ſo degenerated, as to become no Churches of 


Chriſt, but Synagogues of Satan. Chap. 25. Scc. 5. 


Surely the pureſt Churches under Heaven are true Believers; and if theſe 
pureſt Churches may become the Synagogues of Satan, it is too much to 
prove the Point. 

» For my part, though I doubt not but there is a ſtate atiainable, even in 
this Lite, from which by the Grace of God Chriſtians ſhall not fall; yet 
I hold ita vanity for any Man to affirm of himſelf, or of any other Perſon 
in particular, that it is impoſſible for him to fall, I hold it better by far, 
for the beſt, as well as others, to take heed leſt they fall, And here the 
Decree concerning Reprobation- may be uſeful ; for God never made it to 
cauſe Men to be Reprobates, but to hinder them from being ſuch 3 like as all 
good Laws made againft Treaſon and Felony, were not made to make 
Men Traitors or Felons, but to prevent thera that they might not be Traitor: 
nor Felons. | 

Let us not then turn the Goodneſs of our God into Perverſeneſs, nor 
his Grace into Wantonneſs, by thinking he will damn any Man, without 
firſt ſhewing Mercy 3 or fave us of neceſſity; for & God unrighteons, who 
takgth vengeance : how then ſhall. he judg the World? 

Pr, But why do you ſuggett your fears that the Presbyterians are a terri- 
ble inſtance of falling away, as well as others ? 

Bapt. Becauſe they have received a DoCtrine, the Tenour of which is 
fuch, that no Man which receiveth it, can have any true or well-grounded 
Faith: for if God did extend the Death of Chrilt to ſcarce one Man of an 
hundred, how is it poſlible for any Man to know affuredly that Chriſt died 
for him in particular ? He may have an opinion Chriſt died for him ; but he 
cannot be ſure of it, ſeeing the certain knowledg who Chriſt died for, 
muſt not be built upon any good which we conceive to be wrought in us, 
but upon the clear teftimony of the Word of God. Faith comes by bearing, 
aud hearing by the Word of God. Rom 10, Hence all are bound to believe 
under pain of Damnation, ark 16. 16, 

Py. We deny, by the Pen of Mr. Whitfield, p. 75. that all Men are 
commanded to believe, but only the leaſt part of the World : and Mr. 
Brinſley tells us, There thould no Goſpel be preached, but for the Elects 


ke, And Mr. Calvin faith, That ſo many Nations of Men, together 


with 
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with their Infants, were involved WITHOUT REMEDY in eternal Pu. 
niſhment, by the fall of Adam [and he fell, becauſe God thought it ex- 
pedient] for no imaginable Reaſon, but that ſo it ſeemed good in the 
ſight of Gud. Calv-1nji. 1, 3. c.23. And hence we conclude, that thoſe 
Nations which have not che light of the Goſpel, Chriſt died not for them ; 
for if God gave his Son to die for them, which is the greater, he would 
not deny them the Gotpel which is the lefler. B. K. Serm. and Letter. 

Bapf. That God is known tixoughout the whole World to be Propiti- 
ous,* Gracious and Merciful, cannot be denied ; and where God is known 
to be gracious, pardoning Sin upon Repentance, he is known in Chriſt, 
though the Name of Chriſt be not known 3 and indeed iew knew him by 
that Name of eſus Chriſt, till he was born of the Virgin. And that 
God has taken care that his Name, Gracious and Merciful, ſhould be 
known throughout the World, is evident, not only by the Holy Scriptures, 
but by the Writings of the Heathen, yea, the Turks themſelves, though 
they are for Deſtiny, yet begin almoſt every Chapter of their Alcoran with 
thele words 3 In the Name of God Gracious and Merciful, 

And Proſper ( Auguſtin's Diſciple) De vocatione Gentizm, ſhews, Tho 
God did never leave himſelf without Witneſs in any part of the World, 
AF. 4.17. which he compares with P/al. 76. 8, 9. and 138. 4, 5, 6. Iſs. 
60. to make it good. And Mr. P:erce ſhews extellently how the Goipe! 
is ſpread throughout the World. As, 


counted more than all the Papiſts.) 
10. The Chrittians called Georgians 
in Iberia. 


. All Proteſtant Countries. 
. All the Countries of Papiſts. 
. All the Greek, Churches, 
. All the Muſcovites, 11. The Chriſtians called Circaſſians. 
. All the Aſraticks under the Patri- 12, The Chriſtians called 2engrellje 
arch of Feruſalen. ans. 
6, The Chrittians called XMelchites, 13. The Chriſtians of Natolia, un- 
under the Patriarch of Antioch. der the Patriarch of Conftantino- - 
7. The Armenians under an hundred ple. 
Biſhops. 14+ The Kingdoms of Cazan Afri- 


NJ 
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$. The Chriſtians called Jacobites, can, &c. under the Patriarch of 
mingled with the AMahometans, 
through a great part of Aſia, un- 
der the Patriarch of Carmate. 

vy» The Chriſtians under the Patriarch 
of Mezal, about Aſſyria, Aleſo- 
potamia, Parthia and Media, (ac- 


Moſco. 
15. The Chriftians called Maromtes. 
16. The Chrifiian Indians of St, 

T home. 
17. The Chriftians under the Patri- 
arch of Alexandria, trom the _ 
FAN * 
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ditan Straits to-the River Nsle. 
18. The Abaſſine Chrittians in Eths- 


opi4. 

19. The Chriſtians in Congo and An- 

ne.” 

20. All the Chrittian Americans 
(which are not tew) through New 
Spairi, Caſtella, Nova-Peru, and 
Braſile. 

21. All the Engliſh, Dntch, and 
French Plantations, in Mexicana, 


Thus it appears that the Name of 
Chriſt is known in all the World, 
Emnrope, Aſia, Africa, aud Ameri. 
ca; though, God knows, the Golpel 
in the purity ot it, 15 too little known 
in all theſe Nations, Burt this may 
ſhew that Chriſt died for many more 
than the Presbyterians, and that the 
whole World has an Object of Faith, 
and not the lefler part only. 


and the Iſlands on either lide. 


Pr. But Mr. Barlee conſeſſeth, p. 87. That in the general Propoſal of 
the Goſpel, Mark, 16. 15. cannot poſlibly lurk any mental Reſervation, or 
Infincerity. Yet Mr. Whitfield faith, p. 61. That Chriſt cannot be faid ſe- 
riouſly to deſire the Salvation of thoſe, from whom he will not remove thoſe 
things which he knows will hinder their Salvation. 

Bapt. You are excellent at Selt-contradition; and you that repreſent 


- » Chriſt not to be ſerious, becauſe he will not ſave Men whether they will or 


no, can never be ſerious in your calling upon Men to repent and believe 3 
for whilſt you inwardly believe God hath decreed they ſhall not believe, your 
Sermons are meer Diſſimulation, or meer Abſurdities. Which made Bi- 
ſhop Uſher cry out, That this is the extream Abſurdity into which the Armi- 
nians did drive the Calviniſts. For, faith he, 
& What would not a Man fly unto, rather than yield that Chriſt died in 
« no wiſe for the Reprobates ; and that none but the Elect had any kind of 
& Title to him 3 and yet many thouſands ſhould be bound in Conſcience to 
&« believe that he died for them, and tied to accept him for their Redeemer 
& and Saviour whereby they ſhould have believed that, which in it 
« {elf is moſt untrue, and laid hold on that in which they had no kind of 
&« Intereſt ? 
This Reverend Man ſaith further ; 
« That the SatisfaRtion of Chriſt was once done for all, the Application 1s 
« fill in doing. The Satisfaction of Chriſt only makes the Sins of Mankind 
& tit for Pardon. All the Sins of Mankind are become Venial, in reſpect 
© of the Price paid to the Father——But all do not obtain actual Remilli- 
* on, becauſe moli Offenders donot take out or plead their Pardon as they 
& ought todo. — We may fafely conclude, that_che Lamb of God offering 
& himſelf a Sacrifice-for the Sins of the whole World, intended, by giving 
A. . f | % 5 {ufticient 
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« ſufficient SatisſaQion to God's Juſtice, to make the Nature of Man which 
«* he affumed a tit Object for Mercy, and to prepare a Medicine for the 
&« Sins of the whole World, which ſhould be denied to none that intended to 
© take the benefit of it. In reſpe&t of his Mercy, he may be counted a 
« kind of univerſal Cauſe of reſtoring our Nature, as Adam was of the 
& depraving, of it. 

I will conclude this Dialogue with the 31 Article of the Church of 4 
land, which the Presbyteriaxs, and other Calvinifts, have lately fublcribed :; 
And ſhall appeal to their Conſciences how they can reaſonably believe the Ar- 
ticles made by the Aſſembly of Divines, which I have excepted againſt 3 or 
be diſpleaſed with me, meerly becauſe I teach, That Chriſt died for all Men, 


The Article is this ; 
Chiiſt is a perfect Redemption, JPyopitiation, and Satif- 
faction fo2 all the Sins of the whole (Would, both Otiginal and. 


Actual, 
Let them ſtick to this, and then magnify God's ſpecial Grace, and abaſe 


- Man as much as they pleale. 


Pr. But before we part, let me mind you of the Caſe of Eſau, con- 
cerning whom #Huldericus Zuingline ſaith, contra Catabap. p. 172. That. 
we cannot ſay of Eſau, being reje&ked by God, I would to God he had died 
an Infant, For he could not die, whom the Divine Providence created to 
this very End, that he might live, and that he might live wickedly. 

Bapt. Thoſe whom Zainglius called Catabaptiſts, were the faithful Aﬀer= 
tors of the Doctrine of Baptiſms againſt the Church of Rome, as we whom. 
you falſly call Anabaptiſts are againſt both the Church of Rome and the 
Presbyterians, who have changed God”s Ordinance, and fet up your own. 
Inventions inſtead of it. 

But to the Caſe of Eſa#, how blaſphemouſly do you ſpeak in faying,, 
That the Divine Providence created him that he might live wickedly * Al-- 
though his Caſe is doubtful, ( as-well as Solomon's, who tinned with as high 
a hand as Eſau did ) vet it is raſhneſs-to conclude that cither were damned. 
The Learned obſerve, that ſome of your own Writers believe the contrary. 
Luther in Gen. 33.. and Mellerms in Malach. 1. did not doubt of Efau*s Eter-- 
val Bliſs. Nor durit Oecolampadins to account him a Reprobate, becauſe: 
he knew theſe words, Rom. g. were only ſpoken by a Figure. Sec Mr.Pjerce. 
"AuTozaTXuging, p. 197. Andiit is obſerved by Mr. Sam. Loveday, inchis: 
Per ſonal Reprobate Reprobatedz p. 65. That it hath been the general Opiniore 
of the Ancient Fathers, that Eſas in Perſon is ſaved ; and he particulatizetty. 
of the Ancients, Jerom, Auguſtine, and Anſelm. _ 
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| The Reaſons why they think Eſa was not damned, are three, 

1. He was fully reconciled to his Brother Faceb, notwithſtanding the 
occalion of Offence given by Facob : this appears Gen. 33. 

2, He joined with Facob in the burial of their Father Iſaac, Gen.z5.29. 

3. They ſay hedied in the True Religion, and that many of his Poſte- 
rity were Godly : It is faid to be the general Opinion of the Learned, that 
that holy Man Fob was of Eſan's Poſterity ; - and was that Jobab, of whom 
we read Gen, 36. 33. ex Loveday, idem. 

But he that will diligently read Ger. 25. 23. will find that there is not a 
word of hating Eſau before he was born, but only it is foreſhewed, that the 
Nation which ſhould proceed from Facob, ſhould be greater than the Nation 
which ſhould proceed from Eſau : and how could this be any prejudice to the 
Salvation of Eſau? And whereas Paul adds, in Rom. g. as it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated. To this we ſay, firſt, There 
was no Scripture written at all when Jacob and Eſau was born, nor for ma- 
ny hundred Years after. Secondly, When it was written, it is evidently 

. written of the Poſterities of Jacob and Eſau; and the only cauſe why the 
Poſterity of Eſau were hated, was their Pride and Wickedneſs, particularly 
"againſt the Iſraelites, or Seed of Facob; this will appear by reading the pla- 

ces where theſe things are written. Firſt the Prophet Obadsab is very plain. 
Ver. 6. How are the things of Eſau ſearched out ? how are bis bid things 
ſought up ? For thy violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall co- 
wer thee, and thou ſhalt be cut off for ever. In the day thou floodeſt on the 
other fide, in the day that the Strangers carried away captive his Forces —— 
. even thou waſt as one of them. Thou ſhouldeſt not have entered into the 
Gate of any =_— in the day of their Calamity Neither ſhouldeſt thou 
( have ſtood in the croſs way, to. cut off thoſe of his that did eſcape, And, 
Ver. 3. The pride of thine Heart hath deceived thee. And for this Cauſe 
the Lord hated the Poſterity of Eſau ;, Ver. 8. Shall I not —even deſtroy the 
. wiſe Men ont of Edom, and the Underſtanding out of the Mount of Eſau ? 
Yes, he would ſurely puniſh them for their Iniquity. 
And to the ſame purpoſe are the words of the Prophet Malachi, ch. 1. 2, 
3, 4. 1 loved Jacob, and bated Eilau, and laid bY Mountains and his Fleritage 
waſte, for the Dragons in the Wilderneſs. Whereas Edom ( that is, the Po- 
ſierity of Eſau) ſaith, We are impoveriſhed, but we will return and build the 
deſolate Places : thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, They ſhall build, but 1 will 
throw down. And thus did the Lord hate Eſau, that is, the Poſterity of 
Eſan, who lift up themſelves in Pride againti God, and Cruelty againlt the 
Tſraelites. 


The 
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The truth is, 'God is no reſpefter of Perſons , and therefore God will hate 
in this kind, ( that is, puniſh ) as well Judah the Seed of Facob, as Edoms 
the Seed of Eſau ; yea, both cheſe Nations, as well as other Nations, when 
they lift up themſelves with Pride againſt him. Read and conſider, Fer. 9. 
25, 26, Behold, the days come, ſauth the Lord, that I will puniſh all them 
which are circumciſed with the Uncrreumciſed;, Egypt, and Judah,and Edom, 
and the Children of Amon and Moab, all that are in the utmoſt Corners, 
that dwell in the Wilderneſs : For all theſe Nations are uncircumciſed, and all 
the Houſe of lirael are uncircumciſed m the Heart. Lo, here is the Cauſe why 
God hates Men, even their hardueis of Heart, and Rebellion againſt him, and 
nothing elle. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Hat I have here'preſented to conlidergion, is but an Eſſay; for 
- Idoubt not but that the contrary-minded will quarrel theſe my 


Labours, Know therefore, that as Occaſion ſhall be offered, 
you may expect (it God permit) a more ample Account of the things briefly 
noted in the preceding Dvaloge. 

It hath pleaſed to ſtir,up ſome of Learning and Judgment, to ſerve 
the Truth in theſe Enquiries 3 of whoſe Learned Labours I hope to give a 
more full Account, and eſpecially concerning the Dodrine of the Chriſtian 
Writers from the Apoſiles Days, to the Time of Auguſtine, which was more 
than 400 Years : During which Time this dreadful Doctrine, oppoſed in 
theſe Treatiſes, was a Stranger to the Church of Chriſt. The Teſtimonies 
being many and large, it may be convenient to take a further time for the 
producing of them, as well in the Languages wherein they were hrſt writ- 
ten, 25 inour Engliſh Tongue, And the fame may allo he neceſſary in re- 
ipe& of thoſe Modern Writers, which have ſo greatly eclipſed the Grace of 
God to Mankind. All which may be done by an induſtrious Hand, though 
but meanly Learned, becauſe theſe things are made ready to our Hands, and 
may therefore be made the more ſerviceable to the Truth, when diſperſed in 
{mall Volumes, for theſe large Tractates come but into tew Hands. 

And were never {o capable to colle& and tranſlate thoſe Authors Opini- 
ons reſpeQtively, yet 1 would rather make uſe of the Collections and Tran- 
flations already made, by thoſe whole _ that way are unqueltionable + 
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and what they have done of this kind, approved and defended ;, as may alſo 
be ſhewed in time convenient. 

L confeſs I never had experience of the Effects of this Spirit, which makes 
Men think that God in Chriſt loves but a very few of his Off-ſpring, (1 
mean Mankind, As 17. 28.) and that he hates the far greateſt part of them 
from all Eternity : Ifay, I never had ſo much experience of this Spirit, in 
its bitter Effets, as fince I came to refide in Norwich. It hath filled even 
the higheſt ſort of Profeſſors with ſuch indignation againſt me, meerly for 

; preaching God's Love to all Men, [for let them 
_ _= Servetus, talk what they pleaſe, this is the thing] that if they 
F ) for differint in Opinion could, I ſhould not have had a Place whereon to 
inMatters of Religion, Ser- 1ay my Head in Norwich. And I have been prayed 
verus is juſtifed ſince bis againſt (as I am informed) as a Limb of Antichriſt ; 
Death, and Calvin condem- and God hath been deſired to confound me with An- 
_-_ eff we. are; tichriſt, &c. ſuch a Fury does this Dodtrine of irce- 
p7 ny Levns 9a ſpective Reprobation beget in the Hearts of its Admi- 

rers. A FraternitateCalviniana libera nos Domine. 

Now the Lord\knows, ( to whom I appeal ) that I have born theſe things 
with Patience, (and yet vigprouſly preached the Truth, according to my a- 
bility) and I have, and do heartily pray for Mercy for theſe my Perſecutors, 
and hope by ſuch Endeavours to prevail ; praying them timely to conſider 
the diſmal Effects of their Doctrine, | that Chriſt died but for a few *| How 
many have hereby deſpaired of Mercy, and laid violent Hands upon them« 


felves ! and too many (God knows) about this City. And here the moſt 


humble Chriſtian-is in the greatelt danger. £: 
And on the other Hand, how does the careleſs and confident fort go onfin 
their evil Courlesz concluding from thoſe peccant Articles ( above recited ) 
that not one more can be damned, nor one leſs can be faved; than w# de- 
creed, (and that unchangeably) to be ſaved or damned from the beginning, 
ye, from before the World was, yea, from all Eternity : And therefore it is 
all one whether they be Religious or Irreligious. : 
This is the Do&trine (faith a Learned Man ) which is calculated for the 
Kingdom of Satan, than which no Dofrine can more befriend his devou- 
ring Deligns again(t the Souls of Men ; for, faith he, A Man may (now) 
be unjuſt, unmerciful, partial, and full of diſſimulation ;, hating moſt Men 
without 4 cauſe, and yet be moſt like God, And indeed how ſhould Men that 
have. throughly imbibed theſe Principles, be better than they take their God 
to be ? O then beware of a falſe Apprehenlion of God 3 for when Men have 
{et up ſuch an Image of God in their Judgment, they will adore it, and 
thereby depart from. God, and do Miſchief at a venture, © 5 
s 
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As concerning God's Ele&ion and Reprobation, I ſhall briefly here aſſert 
my Judgment. 

1. That God did from the beginning chaſe ( a Chriſt ) to Salvation, all 
that part of the fallen Race of Adam, that die in their Innocency, or accept 
of his Mercy and Grace according to the Means he gives them ; and this De- 
cree proceeds from his own Goodnels, and is not built upon any Goodneſs ii 
the Creature, 

2, God did reprobate in his Decree and Determination, from the be- 
ginning, all that ſhould, in the ſucceſſive Ages of the World, reje& or de- 
{piſe his Mercy and Goodneſs, which ſhould have led them to Repentance 3 
even every Soul of Man that doth Evil, as well of the Jews as of the Gen- 
tiles, Rom, 2. 8, 9. _ 

3. That no Man that is an hoy me Sinner, is atwally Elefted, til 
he turns from Sin, and accepts of God's Mercy by Faith, Rev. 17. 14. And 
that none are actually reprobated till they depart from God, or reject his 
Mercy and Goodneſs, which he graciouſly holds forth to them, Rovr. 1. 28, 
And this is fo clear, that even thoſe who are our Adverſaries, are forced to 
allow it. For thus they ſpeak, Aſſemb. Conf. of Faith, c. 11. God did 
from all Eternity decree to juſtify the Eleft —— Nevertheleſs they are not 
juſtified, until the Holy Spirit doth in due time aftually apply Chriſt unto them, 
And to make this Matter evident to every conſiderate Reader, I ſhall offer this 
Argument, 

All that are aftually Elefted, have an Inheritance in the Kingdom of God, 
and of Chriſt, and none can lay any thing to their Charge, 1 Pet. 1.2, 3, 
4, 5- Rom.$. 33. 

But no unbelieving, Drunkard, Whoremonger, Murtherer, or Idolater, 
hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of God, and of Chriſt, Epheſ. 5. 5. 
and theſe Impieties may be laid to their Charge. 

Ergo, No unbelieving Drunkard, Whoremonger, Murderer, or Ido- 
later, is aftwally Elefted. And yet we kiiow that ſome which have been 
ſuch, were actually Elected, when they were pyrged from their F ilthinels, 
and by Grace renewed. 

As for perſonal, irre/peftive, and unavoidable Reprobation, it is a Plant 
which bears moſt diſmal Fruit : An Inſtance we have of it in Calvin, who 
confeſſeth that he procured the burning to Death of Michael Servetus, who 
was a learned and worthy Man, though perhaps in ſome things miltaken. Sec 
Hug. Grot. in Points of Controv. Ot which inhumane Act I will make this 
jult RefleCtion to prevent the like. 
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O Calvin, why didſt thou (like Cain) thy pious Brother lay, 
Becauſe he could not walk with thee, in thy ſelf-choſen Way ? 
He did, in Sacred Baptiſm ('tis plain*) the Truth aſſert : Kee Caly 
And thou, by chuſing Infancy (as plain) did it pervert : Inft. cont. 
To which thouneedſt would(t it diſpenſe, without one word of Truth, Serve. 
To ſtand by thee in thy defence, Whilſt it with open Mouth 
Did ſtand by him whilſt he did plead, Repentance and true Faith, 
(In Sinners all) prerequiſites, are for that Holy Bath. 
Why did(ſt thou ſlander him, and then his Books to Aſhes burn, 
Leſt by his Innocence, thy Wrath fhould to thy ſhame return ? 
But ſome did *icape thy furious Flames, and he by them does ſpeak- 
More Truth than thou his Enemy. But yet ſuppoſe him weak, 
(Tho Wiſe and Learned all muſt grant) muſt he therefore be ſlain ?- 
And Charitable too he was, (thou doſt confeſs) : How vain 
Then muſt thou be him to oppreſs ? Let all thy Brood take Hd, 
They Reprobate no Man (as.thou) by ſuch an horrid Deed.. 


F. i 


